In this study, we survey the plant diversity of Wadi Hassan, which is located in the Northeastern Badia of Jordan, about 120 km east of Amman. All plant species were collected and herbarium specimens have been prepared, identified and deposited at the University of Jordan herbarium (Department of Biology, Faculty of Science). The final plant checklist includes 206 species belonging to 138 genera and 35 families. The most diverse families are Compositae (20.5%), Cruciferae (10.2%), Leguminosae (8.3%) and Boraginaceae (6.8%), followed by Caryophyllaceae and Gramineae (5.4%). These six families represent 60% of the total families recognized in the study area, while nine families each are represented by only one species. Most plants recorded are annual plants (61%), some plants are hemicryptophtes (18%) and camaephytes (15%), while the least frequent life form class was the phanerophyte shrub and perennial (0.5%). Chorological characteristics of the recorded flora show that Saharo-Arabian Region elements, IranoTuranian elements and Mediterranean elements constitute (58%) of the total flora. This research shows that even small portion of the Jordan Badia such as the Wadi Hassan plant community has high species diversity. Thus, we recommended further of the unexplored Wadi plants communities of the Jordan Badia.
Introduction
Ephemeral streams are common features of landscapes around the world, and are the predominant fluvial environments in arid zones (Shaw and Cooper, 2008) . In most arid land systems, vegetation cover rarely exceeds 75% and bare soil is always a significant feature (Huxman et al., 2004) . Plant ecosystems in arid and semiarid climates, however, show high complexity, especially in areas where water availability allows plants to carry out vital processes (Quevedo and Franc es, 2008 ). Yet, because dominant plant communities and habitat types change according to soils and precipitation (Zhang et al., 1999; Obando, 2005; Stromberg et al., 2007; Skirvin et al., 2008) , assessing the plant diversity of ephemeral stream plant communities has proven challenging.
Jordan consists not only of desert, but also semi-desert and steppe called the Jordanian steppe, or Badia. Badia, unlike typical deserts, have clay and are covered by gravels or pebbles (Al-Eisawi, 1996) . Vegetation in the Badia is scarce to non-existent. When present, plant cover consists of fleshy plants restricted to the watersheds of ephemeral streams called wadies, where soil moisture is sufficient to support vegetation. Badia of northeast Jordan are particularly fragile. As a consequence, habitat degradation and species losses in this region have been severe, reducing biodiversity at rates that far exceed natural processes (Ministry of Agriculture, 1996) .
Although 80% of the total area (90,000 km 2 ) of Jordan is desert, the flora of Jordan is diverse. Previous studies have identified between 2543 and 2978 plant species belonging to between 120 and 142 families and 719 to 868 genera (Al-Eisawi, 2013) . Continued floristic studies, especially of wadi plant communities, would help accurately assess plant diversity of Jordan's Eastern Badia. The goal of the present work is to study the floristic composition, life forms, and chorology of the Wadi Hassan watershed in the Azraq Basin (Eastern Badia). This study may help better understanding whether vegetation can be used in the future as a major tool for watershed management.
Materials and methods

The study area
Wadi Hassan is located in the eastern Badia of Jordan (31 97 0 N, 36 89 0 E), in the north western part of the Al-Azraq area. The Wadi is a part of one of the largest catchment areas in the northern Badia of Jordan (z360 km 2 ). The main catchment consists of three main wadies; the largest of them begin in the Syrian Jebal AleArab north of Jordan and is joined by the other two wadies near the Southern edge of the catchment. Wadi Hassan stretches from Jebal Al-Asfar in the east. All the wadies reach a mud flat locally known as Marab Hassan. Downstream, one wadi continues to the Azraq mud flat (Qa'a Al-Azraq) and has an elevation gradient 580 me610 m. Soil is composed of basaltic volcanic rock, which has a texture that ranges between silty clay and course sand, and a pH between 7.5 and 8.3; soil salinity ranges from 0.5 to 7.4 mM/cm (Fig. 1) . The climate of the Northeastern Badia is arid with a mean annual rainfall increasing from 50 mm per year in the south to over 250 mm per year in the north near the Syrian border (Fig. 2) . The rainy season lasts from October through April. On average, there are 23 rainy days; the average annual rainfall for the catchment is 194 mm and for Wadi Hassan is 50 mm (Figs. 2  and 3 ). January is the coldest month of the year, during which the average monthly temperature can fall below 0 C. The hottest months are July and August with an average temperature of 29 C. The mean annual temperature is about 20 C. The temperature gradually increases from January to July and starts to decrease from August to December. Summer temperatures rarely rise above 40 C while winter temperatures may drop to 0 C (Fig. 3) .
Data collection
The present inventory includes all vascular plant taxa growing at Wadi Hassan. This inventory is based on plant taxonomy references, pictorial floras, and comparisons with herbarium specimens at the University of Jordan (El-Oqlah and Taifour, 2017; Al-Eisawi, 2013; Zohary, 1966; Zohary and Feinbrun-Dothan, 1972; Koppel et al., 1977 Koppel et al., , 1986 Al Eisawi, 1982 , 1986 , 1998 Cope and Al-Eisawi, 1998) . This list, which is largely based on personal collections from March 2010 until December 2011, integrates data obtained from studying available collection in the Badia herbaria. Voucher specimens have been deposited at the University of Jordan's Department of Biology, in the Faculty of Sciences. We used Zohary's (1973) terminology to describe chorological units.
Results and discussion
The floral diversity of Wadi Hassan is rich, including numerous valuable plant species. The checklist of plant species from this study area includes 206 species belonging to 138 genera and 34 families ( Table 1 ). The most diverse families are Compositae (20.5%), Cruciferae (10.2%), Leguminosae (8.3%), Boraginaceae (6.8%), followed by Caryophyllaceae and Gramineae (5.4% the same for both families). These six families represent 60% of the total families recognized in the study area (Fig. 4) . Of 34 families identified at Wadi Hassan, 26.5% (9 families) of the total number of families, are represented by one species per family. This common feature of desert flora indicates that only a few of the large number of species that belong to these plant families have adapted to the harsh desert environment.
Our survey of Wadi Hassan identified numerous plants of special interest. Notably, many of the plant species recorded from Wadi Hassan are medicinal herbs (e.g., Achillea fragrantisima, Artemisia herba-alba, Paronychia argentea, Teucrium montbretii, Thymus bovei, Glaucium arabicum, Citrullus colocynthis, Anagallis arvensis, Plantago ovata) used in folk medicine. In addition, several toxic (poisonous) plant species were found in the study area, including C. colocynthis, Urginea maritime, and the African rue Peganum harmal. Some of the recorded species are endemic to Jordan such as Eremostachys transjordanica, and some of these species (e.g., Ducrosia flabellifolia) are rare.
In Jordan Badia, most of the area appears to the casual observer to be without vegetation cover all. According to the flora survey conducted by the Azraq Project (Al-Eisawi, 1995), terrestrial plant communities comprise 133 species of vascular plants, belonging to 100 genera and 33 families. Seven species were recorded as new to the flora of Jordan and unique to the Azraq Wetland Reserve. However, the previous checklist for the flora of the Eastern Badia stands only at 322 plant species in 46 families (Cope and Al-Eisawi, 1998; Dutton et al., 1998) .
Due to the scarcity of water and nutrients, most of the plant species identified by our checklist are restricted to small time periods and at select sites. These species may have been successful at maintaining high diversity because of strong root systems, which facilitate absorption of moisture as well as nutrients from different soil types (Ahmad et al., 2009; Hussain, 2002) .
The Wadi Hassan flora exhibit a great diversity of life forms typical of desert flora. Most plants recorded are annual plants (61%), some plants are hemicryptophtes (18%) and camaephytes (15%), few are geophytes (5%) and phanerophyte shrub composed only 0.5% (Fig. 5) . Furthermore, Retama raetam was one of the most common species recorded during the two-year collection period (2010/2011). R. raetam is the only phanerophyte shrub recorded in Wadi Hassan and the maximum vegetation height for the study area (245 cm) can be attributed to the presence of this plant.
Arid vegetation community structure, function, patterns of species colonization, and succession are highly determined by climatic factors. On an annual scale, precipitation pattern and intensity affect floristic composition and biomass; even rainfall events less than 5 mm can play a vital role in affecting species composition (Westbrookea et al., 2005, Fariz and Hatough-Bouran, 1998) . Recruitment of some long-lived species is probably confined to very rare occasions when soil water reservoirs are substantial enough to allow the growing taproot of seedlings to reach soil depths with reliable ground water (Westbrookea et al., 2005) . Furthermore, the mortality of perennials is affected by periods of limited water availability (Milton and Dean, 2000) . Finally, the abundance of annuals is largely, determined by the amount of rainfall (Ward et al., 2000) . Our finding that 60% of plants in Wadi Hassan are annuals and 73.2% are ephemeral plants agrees with these previous studies. Moreover, the highest vegetation cover in Wadi Hassan occurs in the same area where soil moisture was the highest, except in the area where soil crust formed. The low percent of phanerophytes recorded in this study in consistent with the floristic composition of the Khulais region, West Saudi Arabia (Alsherif et al., 2013) and are in agreement with previous observation that south and south-western Arabian Peninsula are very poor in tree (White and Leonard, 1991) .
Short-term dynamics in arid/semi-arid systems have been relatively well studied. For example, annuals are thought to act as opportunists; they have short life spans and high fecundity, traits which enable these plants to rapidly colonize open spaces generated by disturbances (Gupta and Narayan, 2006) . Annuals are also well-known to respond strongly to interannual variation in rainfall (Bowers, 1987; Hobbs and Mooney, 1995; Guo and Brown, 1996) . Figure 6 shows the chorological characteristics of Wadi Hassan flora. Saharo-Arabian region elements recorded the highest number (29%) followed by Irano-Turanian elements (15%) and Mediterranean elements (14%). In addition to plant species that belong to the Mediterranean and the Irano-Turanian elements presented in the target region, it has a large number of plant species which dominate in other uniregional region, such as SaharoArabian. American and Tropical elements showed the least species number (2 and 3 species, respectively).
The high species number of Saharo-Arabian elements can likely be explained by the adaptation of these plant species to the aridity and high temperatures of harsh environments similar to the Jordan ), Boraginaceae (6.8%), followed by Caryophyllaceae and Gramineae (5.4% the same for both families). These six families represent 56.6% of the total families recognized in the study area. Badia. Vegetation cover is mainly concentrated in locations where water accumulates. These results are in agreement with studies in Saudi Arabia (Al-Turki and Al-Olayan, 2003; El-Ghanem et al., 2010; Alatar et al., 2011; Daur, 2012; Alsherif et al., 2013) .
Conclusion
The present study is the first floristic study of Wadi Hassan and shows the importance of plant diversity in this region. The numbers of species in this region are high, largely because of soil characteristics and water availability. Although we have identified high plant diversity in one small region, this study only reflects a glimpse of the plant diversity of the larger area. Thus, we believe many plant species remain unrecorded and need long-term comprehensive study.
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